. Satans Landa, 
Hard-hearted Peron: 
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(3) 
A Scriptural Chronicle. 


= may ſerve as a Touch-ſtone for all Perſecutors to be 
tryed by, who profeſs the holy Scripture to be their Rule 
that ſo all may ſee whoſe ſteps they tread in, whoſe work the 
zre doing,and whoſe Rule they walk by; and what's the rewar 
they may expett inthe end. 

He Devil was and 'is the Maſter of Enyy ahd Murder , 
and Cain was one of his Children, and learned of his 
father, the Author of wickedneſs, to be a Perſecutor 
about Religion, and ſlew righteous Abel, becauſe, his 

own works wereevil, and Abel: were perfe&; and for doing this 
wicked a& of Murder the Lord pronounced him accurſed : And 
the Curſe ſtill hangs over the heads of all fach who walk by Cainr” 
rule, and tread in his ſteps of Murder about Religion. — 
AMo juſt Zo was perſecuted by the Sodomitesr, becauſe he was 
2 Righteous man,and entertained the Angel of God;& although 
the Mecting was ſo ſmall, that there was but two belides his own | 
Family,yet the Sedowites gathered together both young and old, 
and beſet his houſe, and endeavoured to break the door, thinking 
to abuſe or murder Gods Miniſters that were ſent to call Zet out 
of Sodom, {o that people may ſee how the Sodemires formerly were 
unwilling to let one eſcape out of ſin, they would have ah to be 
wicked like themſelves; & when Lots love reacht forth to his Kin. 
dred,deſiring them, to go man with him & be [aved,celling them how _ 
the Zudgments of God come upon them, if they ftill continued among 
thoſe wicked =- ; and his words ſeemed tothem as an idle Tale; 
but what was the end of thoſe Perſecutors? firſt they were ſmir- 
ten with blindneſs (the day of viſitation paſſed over them ) & af- 
terwards were conſumed with Fire & Brimſtone:ſo all thoſe that 
aſſault righteous mens houſes, and break down their doors to per- 
ſecute the Servants of God, are ſeen to walk by the Sodomice: rule. 
- Alſo: [Þmael, be was a Perſecutor, and a Mocker, its {4id, His 
hayd was againſt every man, and he was a wilde man, ſolct alt More _. 
kers ſee what Stockiand Birth they are of —Alſo E/a« y 1+ | 
phane 'man; and a Perſecutor _ GE a Lord, ye. 
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he was a rough Tpirited man, as his Stock are at this day, and 
threatned to kill. Farob, the true Worlhipper,, and went on in 
his envy till a day of 'Repentance was hid from his eyes, and the 
Sentence was pronounced, Becauſe of thy violence againſt thy Bro- 
ther, ſhame ſhall cover thee, aud thin ſvalt be cut of orever: $0 
all you-thattread E/ans ſteps,  conlider his end, and what your 
own 5 like to be. | Jig 41 
Alſo. Pharaah the King was a wicked Tyrant over the Lord's 
People ; and when the Lord ſent his holy Servants toaexhorrt his 
People to depart out of Exypr,and to be ſeparate from thoſeun- 
circumciſed Heathens, and come forth, and worthip bim inthe 
beauty of Holineſs, then this Pharaoh. bardened- bis heart, zand 
made Laws to: oppreſs Gods People, and refuſed to give them 
libetty to obey the Lord, or to bave the free exerciſe of their 
Cogfciences towards him , nevertheleſs, .in the end we read 
they did depart, and gave up to anſwet-the;mind of God , how- 
beit, then Pharaoh and all his Hoſt, turned perſecutors, indea- 
vouring dy violence to hinder them from having their liberty 
ſerve the God of their Fathers ; but fill would have kept 
em indarkneſs and bondage among the Uncircumciſet, to fol- 
law the inventions and worſhip of the Magitians,: and Sorce- 
tcrs,and Hirelings of e/£gypr;but in due time the Lord wroughr 
deliverance for.bis People, the true Worſhippers.; bnt the Per- 
ſecutors and falſe Worſhippers the Lord overturned with an 
overflowing Deſtruction : And certainly their end cannot be 
happy, who follow the e/£gyprians rule. 
: Al ;eroboam and Abab were wicked Kings, and they ſet up 
tall Worlkp, and refuſed to walk in the holy Way of God 
emſelves, but perſecuted them that walked init , and when 
the Prophets of the Lord came in love, and- warned and reptg- 
ved them for-their falſe Worſhips and Wickednels ,. tins 
like nnwiſe Kings, counted them their Enemies, and -perfecuted 
them : Even one; of the Prophets ſpoke to the King, 1n the time 
of his Worſhip, ſo that falſe Worſhippers, as they uſe ro do 
now, ,Cryed Lay hold on him,” for he diſturbs we ; bur remeniber 
that: hand that he. ſtretched farth againſt the. Propher was-wi\- 


+ ,thered ,..and we ſte it. was the mianner.of 'the true Prophets; ne- 
©. IC. tarzer Kings, in their; wigkednels ; Yor when Ahab whe 


hy $A _ 
waged PF | EET PT 


841 


- 


* 
a 
F ? 


(5) 

* King had taken Naþutbs Free-hold from him,and had cauſed'one 
moxe righteous then, himſelf, ro; be ſtoned: ro. death; then the 
good Prophet E/5jab came to him, to whom he King ſaid, Hufte 
thow found me out, Ohmy ENEMT , to whom, the Prophet an« 
ſwered, I have found, thee becauſe thow haſt ſold thy ſelf to work wick- 
edneſs, Fc. And becauſe they ſer. up falſe Worſhip, and per- 
ſecuted; and impriſoned, and killed the Servants of the Lord ; 
Even a curſe came upon. them; and their Families z and it was - 
faid , He that aieth of Jeroboam, and of Ahab, 3» the City, 
the Dogs ſhall eat ;, if in the Fields the Fowls ſpall eat them : And 
Ahab himſelf was flain in his Chariot , \and. his .Blood run 
one If that when the Chariot was walked the Dogs licked his 
"COT. | | TERILT | 

And much more might be faid-of feveral unrighteous Kings; 
15, Baafoa, Ahaz, Hoſheas, Manaſſeth, Ammon,8&c, How they ran 1n- 
to Pride and Hautineſs, and refuſed to walk in the Way of the 
Lord, but ſet up falſe Worſhip and drew and compelled the Peos 
pleto it, and very-often thereby made 1/r«e! of old to fin , not? 
withſtanding the Lord ſtill ſent his Prophers then to warn them; 
chough for the ſame, the Prophets were perſecuted, and ſtoned; 
murdered, and counted Deceivers ;, for which cauſe the'Lord 
brought a heavy Curſe, and fore Judgments-upon thoſe Kings 
Families, and alſo upon the People that joyned with them 1n 
their falſe worſhip. * 

Alſo King Zedekiah, he perſecuted the Propher of: the Lord, 
and the Princes, andthe falſe -Prophets joyned with ban, and 
the Prieſts would have had the; Lord's Servant co have bzen'put 
ro death, and they counted him a Mad-man,and ſmote him,and 
put bim 1n the Stocks, & alſo in Priſons,and a myeric Dungeon?" 
So Revple may ſee how bulie the Prieſts and falſe Prophets were 
formerly,and how directly theſe in ourdayes read in theis ſteps; 
But.what was the Wages and End of chefe Perſecutors 2.-Some 
of them were flain-wuh the Sword, others taken» Captives, 
and their Eyes putour, and they bound with Chains; 7 ran 
Houſes burnt with. Fice,. This wes the 'Portion of bard-hearted 
Perſecutors...:,_. | 
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he gramed forrþ- Order ro: compel all- Nations wa 


to whom every ſoul is to 
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of his Religion, and to bow at his Muſick and Worſhip, or 
elfe, rhey mult be caſt into a Burning Fiery FURNACE, 
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inthis matter (though in other things, as Tribute, Cuſtom, &c. 
they could) but they gave him to underſtand, he ſhould nor be 
King of their fonls and conſciences in matters of Worſhip ; 
and they knew their God was able to deliver out of his band ; 
however they would not turn to be of his py ap" and worſhip, 
let-him rage and heat his Furnace as hot as be pleaſed : So ye 
may ſee that falſe worſhip and perſecution ſtill goes rogerher ; 
for he cauſcd his Souldiers to caſt them into the burning fie 
Furnace ;, but what was the Wages of this Perſecutor, who ſet 
up that falſe worſhip ? It is ſaid, be was driven from 
* men, and did eat Graſs 35 an Or, till his Hatr was grown like 
Eagles Feathers, and his Nails like Birds Claws, ro the end he 
might know the Moſt = ruleth in the Kingdoms of men, un- 
ſubje&; for he is the higher Power, 
and ſouls Biſhop, _ — Fr4 = oven thy Heart: 
and again, JI willtreach my People my ſelf, they ſhall net depart 
from — : But it-might have been well Fl Nebarke en 
others now, to receive Daniels counſel, whoſaid, O King, break. 
off thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and thy Iniqnity by ſorwing Mercy to rhe 


Poor ,, if _ it may ar} aye ys - 
| #4 we read of Herod the King, bow Toa he was to be 


@ 'Perſecutor ;, for no ſooner the Star appeared,an tid came 
} Shatour Saviour was born, but he was troubled, aud earing 
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that Truth ſhould come np to reign, he ſent forth and flew all 
the Children that were in B , and in all the Coaſts there- 
of from two old and under : ſo that People may fee how 
bulie the Devil hath been in all Ages, to make ſe of wicked In- 
firamenes, to cruſh the very appearance of that which is . 
but as for Herod: Wages, the Lord ſoon cut him off ; and there 
is - but he had bis Portion among Perſecutors and 


Mur 

Again Hered the Tetrach being reproved by Jeb» Baptiſt for 
all che evil he had done, and for taking another mans Wite ; 
he turned Perfecutor, -and put the Prophet in priſon, and after 
cauſed his head to be cut off, being requeſted by his own unclean 
Companions; and its like he could ſay to Job» as ſome ſuch 
do at this day, when they are reproved by the Lords Meſſengers, 
Thos ſawcy Fellow, with thy own buſineſs ,, thow Deceiver and 
Heretick,, we will take a conrſe with you ſhortly ; what, you would 
have ws live without ſin, and be _ : And ſo People may 
ſce how whe Servants of the Lord in all ages have Suffered 
by proud corrupt men, ſuch as were Enctnies of Rightcouf- 
neſs, 

Again, Did not the chicf Prieſts, and Elders, and Captains 
prove the greateſt Perſecutors: our Saviour” Chriſt mer with ? 
it was the Prieſts then that Aunted after him, to bave bim- 
murdered; And how many times did tbey bely: bim , aa& 
(mite him on the face, and ſtoned. him and his Followers, and 
called him Deceiver, and Felzebsb, and ſaid be had a Devil ? 
and was it not the Priefts then that fawned upon the Heathen Ma+ 
giſtrates, deliring chem to help them to crucitic Jeſus and ſought 
out for falſe Witneſſes to prove, as if he had en Treaſon a+ 
Ceſar ? and was it, not Prieſts that.gave «des money to bt- 
gazak their Informer ? And it was the Hirelings that gave 

e Souldiers-money, and taught them to lye, Hyiog, Chriſt 
was not riſen,. but was ſtolen : Alſo people may ſee, thatthofe 
Rulers, viz. Pilate and Herod that joyned with the Prieſts to put 
Chriſt to death, .zbey were alſo falle Worſhippers ;. ſo Rill irs. 
evident that Blind Zeal, and Falſe Worſhip, and- Pride, and. 
'Whoredom, and: Covetouſneſs, and Prophaneneſs all joyns to--- - 
.gether in. this work of Perſecution :- bur what was the Wage -- 
"I ans... 
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Iste;/and the Day of. their CI was over; and 
then & Generation of; Vipers, ſaying, How cak fee $ 
re hr Hel, far ye are. of your Father the Devil, "oohyes 
call Abraham your Father) tor you are found doirig theDe 
zwork, like your elder Brother Ca»'; and many woes he pro+ 
nounced againſt them, which was fultiſled upon them,” and-up* 
on their Families, and their Generations, as is manifeſt ro this 
yery day. —_ 
. Stzphenal(ſo was perſecuted by the Priefts and falfe Worſhip- 
pers, and he*bore a-true Teſtimony apainſt them, ſaying, Te 
Stiff-nechgd, and Vniircumciſed in Heart und Ears, ye do alwayes re» 
þft the holy Spirit, as your Fathers did ; which of the Prophets have 
not your Fathers toned,” or perſecuted ? and they have ſlain them that 
ſaewed before-hand of the coming of the Puſt One, of whom ye have now 
been the Betrayers, and Adedlinns and thoſe wicked men alſo 
Roned holy Stephen to death, and caſt him one of the City , 
terming him'a Deceiver, or Blafphemer : So people may ſee 
ſuch Prieſts and Profeſſors that reliſt the holy Spirit, and fol- 
low an unholy Spirit , they were, .and are perſecutors of the 
Righteous. TE + : | IT 
Alſo it was the Prieſts and the Captain of their Temple, and 
Saddxces, that perſecuted the Apoſtles, Perer and 7ohy, for prea- 
ching inthe-Temple ; and alſopur them in Prifon, and threa- 
tened them, commanding: them 'to ſpeak no more m the Name 
Jeſus; Mark,the Prietshated bim then by the Name Jeſus, as bad 
as they'now hate him, by the. Name Light, in-this day of bis{pi- 
ritual Appearance. fr 01 5 IB CATGUOD , 2243528 
. Again, Herod the King made it his bulineſs to vex certain of 
the. Church , he killed Fees the brother of 7ohx with the Sword ; 
and when he ſaw it pleaſed the Prieſts and 7ews, be proceeded in 
hiswork, _ and rookPerer, and put tin4nt Prifon, thinking abotr 


Eaſter time(when the People wanted'ſome ſport; and the Prieſts 


1ame-blood to mingle with their-Sactifice and howling Ptay- 
ex) then to have brought him forth; co be a/Prty to thoſe blood 
fucking Wolves ; but1t pleaſed the” Lord to fend his Angel, atid 
deliver bis Servant 6ot-6f all their harids-: Bur this: Herod the 
Perlecutor was: a! wicked proud mh andthe Ahgel of the 

Lord 
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| ce Paul & Barnabas, & expelled them our | 
noch, and alſo it was the Unbelievers thar'did the like in-T- 
when the Apoſtles came to Lycemnia, and had preach- 

A% | — their Teſtimony ; then thoſe unbelieving 
fe turned Informers, and went after them, and made an Up- 
ny +a Pax! tobe ſtoned; and drawn out of the Ci- 
Again, when Paw/and Sil was as Inſtruments in the hand 
'of to caſtout of a Damſel a ſpirit of divination ; thett 
they that had che gain of her Southſaying, ſaw themſelves-at 
z.loſs, they, like Prieſts, turned Perfecutors, and cauſed. the 
Apoſtles to be beaten with many. ſtripes, ,and to be pur in Pri- 
fon; bur Ho thoſe men were not led by che true Spi- 
rit to periecute, but by that curſed ſpirit of Divination and 
2_ ying ; ſo let all ſuch at this day ſee who is theit 
pay -_ 


; Again, it was the Unbetievers at Theſſalonica; and lewd-Fel> 
lowsof the baſer Sort, that ſet the City in'an uproar, andaf- 
faulted (like the Sedowitesr) the houſe of Jaſon,'to have brought 
out the Diſciples "to have miſchiefed or murdered them, and 
they drew Jaſon (the mag that had the Meeting at his Houſe) 
and ſeveral Believers, before the Rulers; crying bot theſe that 
have turned the World uplide down are come hither[alſo'; we 
have. many\in_Eng/aodthat loves to he called Byjievers, rather 
then Perſecutors: but if a Tree may 'be known'by its fruits, 
let the meek in heart. compare and jacge. SOT. 
; Again Demerrixe, and his Wicked Company, which made 
Silver Shrines for Dias, and were falſe Worſbippers;” th 
4 alſo perſecuted the true Workkippers, crying out, O#r Cr 
-28"' by dar, PY alfe our T emple, aud Goddeſs, all the World 
wor 4 _ 4 FL 


- Agaic itwas the Unbelievers,% falſe Worlhippers chat fierel 
apt People againſt Pax/, when they found him in-the Tay 
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and they fer Frrigalem on 20 uproar, and! wens about tokilf 
| n ybe-Pricits and falſe /Warthippers faid, 'he was nor 
fit to live, and they threw duſt into the Ajr;y and the nimble 
kngered Brielt - commanded . Paw{ ſbould -be - ſmitten onthe 
mouth ; and they, informed, Feta, and Faiix, and Axrippes 
againſt him ; and left their own ſmooth Tongues ſhould nortye 
faſt enough, they gor, or hired Tertalas/to be their Inforingr 
and -Orator againit. Paw ; (Ob, they would fain'have been 
ſucking bis blood ; for-he was; tbe; worſt- Enemy they had; *as. 
far ſpoiling theix trade, and. diſcovering their hypocrifie , 
and theſe Prieſts were the chief in all his Sufferings and Fong 
Impriſonments; and the Apoſtle ſhews who. it was that let 
theſe Prieſts thus to perſecute, for wben he wrote to ont of 
the. Churches, -be ſaith, He parpeſed to have ſeen them, bar at 
preſent Satan bindred;, 10 we would have :all People fee whoſe 
work they. are doing that perſecutes and prifons- the -Ser- 
vants of- the Lord ; and again, it is written, The 
ſhall caft ſome of you into priſon, and ſo along throughour rhe 
Scriptures : -And ſince the Apoſtles, through this long night 
that hath been over People, according to Hiſtory we nd 
good men, and true Worlhippers, have been perſecuted by Blind 
Wicked men, who. were falſe Worſhippers, 
- Andbecauſe many in theſe late dayes makes it their buſineſs to 
inſence the Rulers, and inform them agzinft the Righteous : 1 
have viewed over the holy Scriptures to ſeg what root they 
ſprang from, and whoſe ſteps they tread in. TA 2 
Firft, 16nd the Devil is called tbe Accufer-of the Brethren ; 
be alſo informed againſt fob; for in thoſe dayes'the Sons of 
God met together, and the Devil was not pleafed thereat, fo be 
endeavoured to accuſe 7ob before the Lord, and the ftreſs of his 
words were to render 7ob a Hypocrite, & that be loved his Oxep: 
nd Camels, and Sheep, . and e::{ngs of that nature, more then 
| loved cicher God: or his Religion; and if the Lord would 
\burfuffer all he had to be taken from him, then he would deny his 
Religion, and curſe his God to his Face, ſo the Lord gave 
Satan leave to try what he. could do, Then Satan: went out: 
from the Preſence of God, (it wasa true Saying) for no Perſc- 


cutor* 
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cuter abides ia bis Fayourable Preſence; ſo then he drummed 
ypon Abe Apirics of | the. Sabearw 2nd Caldennr F Marrk;: 
were'.a wicked Stock } and raiſed them up-by the Alarnar 
Hell zi ſobey -put on their Swords,' and came and killed Fob? 
$errants and cook away his Cartel, as you may read atlazge;; 
never ob ſta0d firm to his Religion And the Sons of 
God met the ſecond time, then the old Informer came 'apain 
to the Mecting, and informed againſt 6b, 4s he had done'be- 
fore, and delired 2 greater penalty might be laid upow him; 
ſeeing. de Kill regained ' bis integrity, and the-Sons 6f God 
ſtill -kepe up-cheie, Mecting , ſo Satan delizged he might bave 
leave xp touch this Fleſh; and his Bone? you may fee tow 
Satan loves to. crufh the : Righteous. to 'pieces ; but the Lord 
would not- commit fobs Life' into his band, only his Fleſh 
See what thou canſt -do Satan, with thy Stones, and with thy 


mas: pw ickedngfs; an ; fs: 
Helper 18other Egyt ; and this Ihrarmer [Way hanged, and! 
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{his ten [Sons petiſhed; and bis Eſtate was Oy to the Zw?, 
gd hoſes had thought to have ſpoiled eons me 
| in the Country, they themſelves becathe 2-Spoil;and there. 
:periſhed of them above' ſeventy five thouſand : Let all ſach 
.a5 have. a mind- of - Hawans work take notice whoſe R ULB 
ey walk by, and what was the Wages of envious Mir. 
rers. = | = | 
-- Alſo proud: painted fac'd' lezebel; ſhe: was. atf Informet- 
againſt the true Worlhippers, and would have had- all the 
7 to yore been ſlain, Lo ſhe nt the King - 
might get Eſtates from his Subjects, by fetting un 
falſe Witneſſes” ſo he did follow her -counſel; bet it ,*« 4 
brought a heavy Curſe both upon him and his;' and ſo' will, 
it:do. upon all thoſe who after ' bim walk in his ſteps : And 
as for Jezebel the Informer, for her Wages | ſhe' was thrown. 
out into [the Street, and her blood troden out' with Horſes, 
and the 'Dops: cat her- fleſh; and only the Skull,' and -Feer, 
ind Palms/of her Hands were left. Think” of 'this al]: 
Daughters of Jezabe!, who are decking your ſelves in E, 
and take delight to mock, and ſcorn, and ſpeak evil againſt the 
Servants of- the Lord. | 
.. Again, Amaziah the Prieſt turned Informer, and told the 
King, That Amos had conſpired againft him ; arid then charged 
Hines: to be gone further from the"Kings Chapel and Court, 
and;if he would Prophelic, 'be gone to another Land, &c, 
fee what an Engion'of. Satan this Prieſts was ; 'but what Wa- 
ges had he for. his news ?- it- was faid unto him, 7by wife. 
ſhall be an Harlot, and thy Sons avid Dasghters ſhall fall by the 
Sword, and thy Land ſhall be divided by line, and' this fbe't dicin 4. 
L and ' Ft! 


| Again, There were ſeveral wicked men- turned Informers 


againſt 'Dariel, man ſo loved of God, and orfe that- was 
a.true Worſhi now thoſe Informers could” not find: 
apy thing aga , as being Diſloyal, or Unfaichful in 
the Kings buli refore they got Law to Gdifturd him 


in his Worlkip, this Noble man” would net creep into a 
H6le,. or ſhut bis Windows, but-eyerras at other times, m_ 


» 


0 3) a ; 
own: and/ prayed, and gave thanks, 'anl' worth; the 
Golf bis 'Sabvatiotr; and” as be 'was ſo doing the Inform- 
ers:came and rook witneſs, and then went and informed the 
King; icmay'be they rold him that they took Daniel iti the 
Notoriouſneſs 'pf the Fat ; and only, thus, for werBions 
his'God; hewas' caſt into the Lions Den, bur the Lord preſeryec 
and'delivered bim in a wonderful manner; and then King Daria 
that the Informers, with their Wives -arid Children 
ſhould. be caſt 'into the Lyons Den, ſo the Lyons had 
power." over them, and ' broke alt their bones to pieces 
and. devoured them ; - and. this was the Wages of theſe_In- 
There was- alſo ſeveral: proud wicked men that informed a+ 
inſt the three Children, becauſe rhey would not. bow to 
talſe Worſhip, 'in a day when it was attended with ſeveral 
forts of Muſick ; but you may read in the Prophets how the: 
Lord ſorely puniſhed that wicked ſtock of Caldeaxs, who were 
falſe Workhippers, and perſecuted the true Worſbippers; and 
itwas of thoſe alſo, that helped to 'kill obs Servants, and 
fetch away his Catrel, (abonr Region) and ir is alſo to be 
obſerved, that ' thoſe men that caſt the Lords People into 
the-Fire, by the hear thereof they themſelves were conſumed, 
A LIRLET unclean Womaer, and her proud dance-- 
inp Daughter rhat inforaved againſt 7obn Baptift, and deſired ' 
his Head , but ſee, Herod bo ben Mapeirete, Wha! could. 
ſwear to give them whatever could be asked , and ſo cut oft 
that great Prophets head to pleaſe one of Fezabels Jmps. Oh, 
how hath the Righteous in all Ages ſuffered by , and un- 
derfuch proud; luftfull, beafſtlike ſpirirs, and yer the tity 
Aill rough his Inſtruments in all Ages, ro brand the Lox 
people with names of Deceivers, and Mad-men , and 'Bla&- - 
phemers, and. all ſorts of bad names, thereby ro render them-- 
odious ;; but+the-Fruth ſhines over the Darkneſs, and the me- 
motial of 'the Righteous is alive in renowh , bur the days | 
is corhe, 'and coming , wherein the memorial of the Wicked: 
fhallrot, and/ the name of a Perferutor baltRink, and be as a. 
Curſe: and a Deriſion. ne "and 
Pte - | 0 
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= Alſo curſed Fudes turned Informer., and the Pricfts gave 
vim chiety pieces; of Silver to betray, and Help them to take 
7eſws : So they got their Clubs and: Staves, and Weapons of 
Cruelty, and came and took him, that- they might Crucihe 
him ; and how can the Diſciples of Chriſt cxape& but ſuch as 
7udac in theſe days, who have betrayed:.all good Conſcience, 
will likewiſe inform again{t them 'buc. what good did the Mo» 
ney do «das, when the horror and torment of 'Hell ſeized 
vpon him? then be threw down the Silver, ;and cried, 1 bene 
betrayed Innocent Blood ;,, and being without hope of Mercy,” went 
forth ro hang himſelf, and falling beadlong'be burſt aſunider 
inthe midſt, and all bis Bowels guſhed out : Think of this all 
ye that turn Informers for filthy lucre ſake; and mark: whoſe 
Rule you walk by,and whafe work you are doing ; for its writ+ 
ren (when Judas turned Gmarl then Satan entred him, {0 
Chriſt might well ſay then to «das, and bis Companions, the 
"15 your hour and power 0 Darkpeſs. | 
_T might ever kill 2 large Volvme, ſhewing, through alt Ages, 
how' it was ſuch as were led by a wrong' ſpirit that perſe- 
cuted the Righteous ; - obn, that beloved Diſciple, was badiſh+ 
ed by wicked men: And thoſe: were wicked: Inſtruments that 
mocked the Lords Prophet, ſaying,. Go wp thes Bald-brad;; fo 
the Lord ſent wild Bears and 'devoured-them »And-it:was witked 
mea that perſecuted David; and curſed-him s : and" it was the 
'Drunkards that made Songs of. him, 'and bras; anil ſtoned the 
Prophets : And it was ſuch wicked- mes that:called the Apo- 

- Mles Deceivers, and Ring-leaders, and Peſtilent FeHows, arid 
"movers of 'S:ditian,, and Bablers ,; and. whetythey were bled 
with,the Spiritof Chriſt, ſome accoſed thewj 34 ibeing! Druri> 
Jards,” an Mad-men ;. and'it was the Wicked that -otten times 
ono to ſtone our Saviour,; and his Meſlengers; calling 
Hiat Blaſphemer, -and many reproachtall names, ' as weread ar 
large in the Scriptures of Truth, and'yer many: that; profels 
the Scriptures to be their-Rule; and co-bear[themagizzof. Chri+ 
®ianity, are fo ad. directly walking in the ſteps of thoterwick- 
"ed men, which the: teſtim Scripture. goes tutly again(th 
. "andit was wicked men that the Saints Goods. formerly, 
| about 
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about Religion , and baniſhed rhem, and ſmote them: ow the 
Check, and” drew them abourthe Streets, and pulled off thej 
Hair ; ſol hope here is teſtimonies ſuſficient concerning Perſe 
cution, to cauſe all ſober underſtanding men and women to 
copclude with me, that the Roor of it 15 the Farther, of Envy, 
and Mngder, and Lyes, and that Body, and Branches throy 
which it purs forth it ſelf , whar ever their leaves may 
for "ſhew., yet it is but a" wild re groned fm. of a ſtrange 
Vine, as is manifeſt by irs: Fruit, ſeeing it proves 2 ſowre 
Grape, which is ro be'caſt into the Wine-preſs of the kierce 
Wrath of the Almighty, who knows how to reſerve the 
Wicked for that day iſtiment, 

And 1 would have the: Reader to obſerve how all along in 


thetime of the Prophers, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and. ſince ro 


this vesy day,the chief Inſtruments of Sarart inthe Wark of Per- 
ſecucisnis, and bath been the Prieſts, and, talſe Prophets, and 
Hirelings , with their Biſhops 2nd Popes, and ſuch unwiſe 
Kings and Rulers, who opened their ears ro hearken to their- 
Whilperings, and Lyes, and Slanders, and murderigg cgun- 
ſel againſtehe Righeeous , and by hearkening to thoſe, king of 
Evening- Wolves, and helping them.'to ſack the Bleqd, of the 
Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus, how hath Kingdoms Been ſhaken, 
and Governments overrurned,them and their Families curſedy& 
ſo periſhed in the hot diſpleaſure of the Lord,and their memor1- 
al path rooted, and ſtinks to this very day, as the Enemies of 
God, and fo that which was written in the Second Pſalm pl 
been, and will be fulfilled; #hy did rhe Heathen ts 7 Yo 
Peogle murnar, the Kings and Princes band agd aſſemble together 
anſt the Lord and his Truth, (aying, Let us break. their bw 
and caft: their cords from #s ,, bue then mark, He that itterh in } 
Heaven ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall bave thers i diriſion, and [peak 
ro them 5 his Wrath, and vex them in his ſor e diſpleaſure, and cruſp. 
them as with ar tron Steprer, and break _themin pietes like 4 Putters 
Veſſet ; and ſo this'is accordingste. that ſaying, * He rebuketh 
Kings for theiſake of bis People 41) wnded them not ro taxch 
his Anointed, neither harm his P and wo be to them that 
break chis Commandment. _—_— | 
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; © - "But ſome will fay, Ought uot every Chriſtian to obey the 
' 1 (a, Yes, in all Righteouſneſs (aRively) butif any Ki 
Pt 1.3 contrary SO and make Laws peeivs. mx 
-royal Law of Love and Righteouſneſs, then the Commands 


-6f God, and his Law of Truth is/to be kept only, and the 
other witneſſed againſt .( not by Plocting or rin Igfur- 


"re&ions) but paſtively, in a Lamb like Spirit, 

-thoſe Penalties that ſhall be infliited, until the Lord 
-with the Oppreflor, and avenge his Ele, that cries unto 
him night and day, and have no Helper -in the Earth; and 
this is according to the Saying of Chrift,, - fy Fingdam 5 
wot of this World, therefore my Servants muſt net fight: : And this 
5 the Faith and Patience of Saints, to ſtand and.ſee. the 
'Lords Salvation and Preſervation, whilſt they that are killing 
with Swords periſh,and are devoured one of another. 


© But ſay ſome men ,' Oxght you. not to confers, and be Fg 
ot ed ro 
therexmo ;, Are 


ſame Religion! that the Governours of the. Land 
eft ablifh ? of if they make a Law, _ you 


you net Rebels if you do net atively obey, ſeeing ——okenis ad . 
King, &c ? briftian 


To which 7 anſwer, By this Rule, then IT tnay hot know 
what Religion I muſt be of next; ſeeing the ..Papifs, "and 
Prerbyrerians, and Independauts, and others profeſs 
Chriftiass ; and We. have ſeen how one. gets up after another, 
and every one ſets-up a new kind of Worſhip, and cries,” Tow 
muſt obey the gher Power, aud bow down te my Faſhion: of Re- 
- Figion : Soif 1 ſhould follow mens manitold inventions, there» 
by 1 ſhould manifeſt my felf as a Cloud carried about with 


every Tempeſt of mens brains, and fooliſh: omiceits-, . and 
ſuch as can do fee, 1. lime; queſtion ; -but rather . then ſuf- 
fer ' deeply, they can to the 7Twrks Alcoron, vr in 
the end wheel about to beiſts, - and. worſhip the ! viſible | 
Be Sun, 


'red; but I hear of no Fines that are levied upon fuch Meeters 
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Sun, Moon, and Stars, or fall down to Nebachaduezer: Image, 
if there be but Muſick, &c, But he that is really a Ciriffion 
will ſtand to the Worſhip that Chriſt ſet up, which is inthe 
Spirit and in the Truth, which is the ſameto day as yeſterday, 
and will remain when Popiſh Dreams and Inventions of gid- 
dy headed men will have an end, for the ſtanding Rule that 
Chriſt hath appointed for his People to walk by, is not a Maſs- 
Book, nor the Fragments thereof covered with other names ; 
but it is the Spirit of Truth, which be promiſed ſhould lead 
and guide them, and that it ſhould abide and remain with 
them for ever : So here is the unchangeable Way, and Rule, 
and Worſhip ſet up by him, who is King of Kings, and this 
is the higher Power, unto"'whom the ſoul is to be ſubje , for 
its written, Al Power in Heaven and Earth is given unto him, there= | 
fore let all proud fleſh tremble before him, and let none think to 
rob him of his Prerogative leſt they be driven to eat Graſs 
with Nebxchadnezer, and ſo be made to know, there is one will % 
rule in the Kingdoms of men. | 


But ſay many People, hat do you think, of the preſent proceedings 
againſt Fanaticks ? and do you think it ſafe to ſnſfer ſuch great AtultitnT 
to meet together and was it not time to limit them Cc ? 


To which 1 anſwer, The greateſt Meetings that I have ſeen com. 
monly are at the Play-Houſes, and it there be danger in a 
Multitude, then to be ſure they ſhould be ſuppreſt , for the 
Proverb ſaith, The Wicked run together ro da Evil, but 1 ob- 
ferve ſuch Meetings, as arefor PLAYS, and linging of 
BALLADS, though in the open Streets, are moſt fuftered, * 
and rather encreaſed then otherwiſe, together wich Bear- bait- 
ings, Revellings, Race-runnings, and much of -that 'natpre, - 
whereby the Lord is daily diſhonoured, andthe 'Earth cortup- 


nor Houſes, nor upon thoſe open prophane V aſſals of the De- 
vil, who ſperd th«1r whole time-in cheating Fools of their Mo- * 
ney, and teaching Youth eg , and War:ton, and Curſe. 
and Swear, and ſo ht the -houſes,and to be Theeves,; | 
and ſointheend ro the Gall | / 
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” Andas for the late Perſecution in it ſelf, I have no reafon to 
” "believe that it is the Fruit of a right Spirit. 
E Firſt, Becauſe covetous Biſhops and Prieſts were the chief 
Founders of it, for their own filthy Lucre ſake, that ſo as Mer- 
chants of Bahyler, they might have the whole Trade to them- 
ſelves, and alſo lord over Gods Heritage. h 
Secondly; Many of thoſe that gave life to it, the Nation 
well knows, had more need toſit down, and repent in Duſt and 
Aſhes, and wait to know their own Conſciences waſhed and 
purged from filthineſs, then go about to ſhut up the Kingdom of 
Heaven againſt them that delire to enter , and alſo ro brin 
again into bondage ſuch who through Grace have eſcaped the 
the pollutions of the fleſh that is in the World. ' 

Thirdly it makes ſad the hearts of the Righteous , but many, 

that are well known by their Neighbours to be Drunkards, Fid. 
lers, Players Swearers,&c. even the worſt of men, its like a Feaſt 
for them; and hereby anArrowis put into their hands to make rhe 
Righteous their Mark, and their Eſtates a continual Prey; ma- 
iy of theſe wicked Inſtruments bragging what they will be 
worth in few years; but ct them remember 7#das his End , 
though for a time it may be ſuffered, as in the dayes of Aa- 
lacki, That the proud, and ſuch as work wickedneſs, and daily tempe 
-God may be ſet up, and counted happy, and yet delivered ; But as Peter 
ſaith, Their Damnation ſlumbreth not ; for wobe unto ſuch as go in 
the Way of Cain and Balaam, &c. 

Fourthly, The Law of God teacheth a man T's love his Neigh- 
 bour as himſelf, and do as he wonld be done unto, and every one ſhall an- 
[mer for himſelf : But I do not believe theſe Rulers, that made 
- this late At would be ſecved ſo themſelves; as they have appein* 
ted to be done to others ; and alſo that one man ſhould ſuffer for 
- another, this is contrary to Gods my Law ; and therefore 

all Kings, Princes, and Rulers, who defire and expe their 
Laws and Commands to be kept, let them be ſure themſelves to 
keep the Commands of God, and a& and walk according to his 
* holy equal Law of Love and Righteouſneſs , and this is the way 
for a Kings Throne to be eſtab , and bis Family and King- 
dom to be blefled,and to ca earts of the upright to cleave 


; unto bim, and make his dreadAiexvy to the Workers of iniquity. 
S: | Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, I obferve, that Kings and great learned men are 
very ready to be tempering about Religion, pulling down and 
ſetting up what pleaſeth their Fancies, but we ſee they. are not 
infallible, but are often times carried away with their own 
high thoughts, and by lending an- ear to ſuch creeping De- 
celvers, that ſerve not the Lord Jeſus,but their own PURSES 
and BELLIES, they have many fold more ſet up falſe wor- 
ſhip, and cauſed People toſin by compelling them thereunto, 
according to Hiſtory, then evey yet they were Bringersto the 
true Worſhip, or themſelves foundwalking in it; and through 
their darkneſs have perſecuted and (lain the Lords Worthyes E 
many cruel Trials and Tortures, judging and condemning them 
as Deluders and Deceivers: Wherefore, all high and low,cometo 
Chriſt the Light, that ſo ye may ſee over the darkneſs of mens 
wayes and worſhips, which are full of Envy, Strife, Perſecuti- 
on, and Murder, andevery evil Work; and ſo come out of them, 
into the new and living Way, tothe living Worſhip of the true 
God, which 1s in the Mountain of Holineſs, where there is 
no killing nor deſtroying, but are known to be Diſciples of 
Chriſt, in that they love one another, Chriſt being the Authour 
and Defender of their Faith, which gives them victory over the 
World; and preſerves his Church (not by CLUBS, and 
DRUMS, PIKES and SWORDS, in the hands of 
Drunkards, and Curſers, and Mockers, &c.) upon the Rock of _ 
Life by bis own eternal Arm, againſt which the Gates of Hell, 
the Dragons flood of malice, nor all the hoſts of the «£gypri- 
a Informers, and Perſecutors ſhall not prevail : Theretore, 
to the higher Power,ſaith the true Church,be Glory forever, 


